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:: program notes ::

Yes, this really happened.

In 1932, the Australian government launched an emu eradication project at the request of farmers. Twenty thousand birds
were wreaking havoc on crops, and farmers could not reduce their numbers with the rifles and ammunition they had
available. What might have been an unremarkable population control effort was instead guaranteed a peculiar place in
history when the government decided to use its army to cull the emus.

Major G.P.W. Meredith led a series of campaigns against the emus over the next two months. Incredibly, the birds proved
almost impossible to hit, and thousands of rounds were spent and wasted. Even mounting machine guns on trucks could
not stop them, as the birds could run far faster than the trucks could drive over the rough terrain and the guns could not be
aimed properly from erratically bouncing vehicles.

Major Meredith was ultimately recalled on his campaign, leading the Australian media to declare the emus handily
victorious in the Great Australian Emu War of 1932.

INSTRUMENTATION

flute (+piccolo)
oboe

clarinet in Bb

bassoon (+contrabassoon)

contrabassoon

horn in F

trumpet in C (+piccolo trumpet)

bass trombone

percussion I:

high bongo, pod rattle, guiro, sizzle cymbal [share w/ 2.],

5 temple blocks, metal block, 2 maracas, slapstick, bass drum

m % sharp

# sharp

p? V4 sharp

h natural

H '/¢ flat [horn only]
q vy flat

b flat

db %4 flat
woodwinds

Fingered quarter tones are
preferred over “lipping” pitch up or
down; fingering suggestions
provided in parts.

percussion 2:

large tam-tam, vibraslap, cabasa, tambourine,

rain stick, sizzle cymbal [share w/ 1.]
piano

2 violins
viola
cello

double bass

oboe multiphonics

It is understood that there may be
some variation from the spectral
approximations of multiphonics in
the score. Fingerings are provided
in the part. All multiphonics tested
on a Loree Royale T] series.

bassoon multiphonics

It is understood that there may be
some variation from the spectral
approximations of multiphonics in
the score. Fingerings are provided
in the part. All multiphonics tested
on a Heckel 9000 series.

horn

sixth tones are acquired by
fingering for the designated
fundamental and then playing the
necessary harmonic partial

strings

SP = sul ponticello

MSP = molto sul ponticello
ST = sul tasto

ord. = ordinario

= gradual transition from
one state to another [e.g., ST to SP]



glissandi: all glissandi must last the full duration of the notes they begin on. Begin a glissando >
only on the note it is immediately attached to; for instance, the glissando here begins only on @ﬁ!
the last eighth-note of the first measure and must conclude precisely on the second eighth-

note of the second bar. When a trill occurs over a glissando, it is always carried through.

piano
Prepare by inserting a penny between the strings of each of the following notes about an inch past the dampers:
The preparation should lower the pitch of these notes by approximately a semitone and add a
0 o—2— hollow quality to the timbre, but metallic buzzing or rattling should be avoided. Larger coins will
mute the sound undesirably. Prepared notes are marked with x-noteheads in the score as an aid to
the conductor and performer.

ST

Place a heavy paperback book across the range of the following strings inside the piano, fairly far past the dampers to avoid

the frame or cross beams:

This should significantly mute the tone quality, diminish the perceived amount of pitch, and add a
- paper-like, “thuddy” quality to the attack. It is understood that some strings may be muted somewhat

—— inconsistently.

N

all grace notes played ON the beat

Score is in C

duration approximately 9’ 30"



“If we had a military division with the bullet-carrying capacity
of these birds, it would face any army in the world.”

—Major G. P. W. Meredith






Score in C

Flute

Oboe

Clarinet

Bassoon

Contrabassoon

Horn

Trumpet in C

Bass Trombone

Percussion 1

Percussion 2

Piano

Violin

Violin

Viola

Violoncello

Contrabass
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that sfz sounds somewhat distorted

**Always half-step trills except where indicated.
Trills must be maintained throughout glissandi.
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Trills must be maintained throughout glissandi

* Always half-step trills except where indicated
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o 7 1
sfz _
[stf mute] grace notes ON the beat — —_— f
> > > b}\ - o - h>_ 5\>r'\' >__.b
o F 5 F-F & 8 . L T
'I(“ I | 4 I Y I I 14 0,1 7 b ' I I Y I %
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~
-
O N} A A A
EE=E 1 1 . ; — 1 1 A &
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e R p—— ; s s
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sfs p—fp——fp fr —_— f——p
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3] $ s p\ - - r ¥ - %
mf f biid
> thumb roll hit
1
T
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f
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oJ
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>
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1
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A—y el 2 T € T— v - y 2 < ¥ - %
[ .Y & 1 I e of PN VAN T of PN
L')l — d 1 q.’/ = (X I (o)
; T ¢—
Jr
. ¥r
r;lolto vib. - L S — continuous 1/2 step trill throughout gliss. h> . > > ?
p /2 5z £ f—as £ . R S
:@ I | 4 I I I i I | 4 " ‘ | 4 .7 lll "%
o L 5 ]
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A arco III
D : 2 g2 E 3 ¢
O Py L o duell e #
T 5 = \ : =
~ > & b
s f Jf—f———— P Jf——

*gliss. trem., diminishing interval
[ending pitches approximate]

**arpeggiando with expanding interval
size; final pitches are arbitrarily high
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sffz S sffz [precise number
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metal block
J
/1
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bid S Jf
always 1/2 step trill tremolo slow to fast
[approximate] ¥r > d
N 7 h>/\’°‘ 'E - T s > Z > /bg b | — b%_ b 4 uomeaseres
: I =S l e iitoap o uer
ve. [ER T7 6T ‘
S @ * —p—
i
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~ X o
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Bsn.

Cbsn.

Picc. Tpt.

B.Tbn.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Pno.

Vin.

Vin.

Vla.

Cb.
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12— = boo oo e = o o
- Ol N N N N NN N N W o Po oo o9 - -
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[precise number S I Jf—x
A of articulations] - -
. o ber[fa (o e e e e e A e b .. LA A A > .7 b IS
AN ssiiiisiiiid pespseddt  feef | . guiee|Veees B 1%
} ; g 7 = =y G g — 3 P —
AN3V I A I = 3 =3 &3 =3
oJ 10 e 3 —3— 3
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y
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> P ———sfffx
5 i 7
arco SP o v >
1 b  —
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pizz. —
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e P ffifs

[trem. to arbitrarily high note, decrease
trem. interval during fast gliss. down]

fastest trem. possible
dramatic accents
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= o “y f 7 g —= 31 ¥ 3% -93
A3V L4 I 3 I AJ =3 3
J ending pitch 3 — 3
T ecessary mf ————| M f—Mf=f—Mf = =M » s
A A
. N N
) = PR — ¢ o TR = A = 32 - 3
N K4
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ANIVELS 3 I = = 3
v g S s
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_ S
b 1
A
A5 . y Y 4 -
ClL % 1 & Py = 7 /A
ANV 3 & 3
v
h o - bend into C by isolating partial
F3411<
Ol b /1 ray
Bsn. [P - a— % = -
=T I = 3
>
biid Pp
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0 %
Cosn. || F— 7 3 = % -
ks 3 I N = 3
°S v 2
>
iid P
& [finger trill on downwards fall
A 2 to an arbitrarily low note]
(=) {)IG I I/
Hn. |52 N = I =
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Vi \( )
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‘ Fe= b - % -
Picc. Tpt. A i | I — - %
\!_)V L 3 i 14 i & 3
I P
3
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e i i i i i N i & 3
b F A F P F F I =4
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i f W P Pp
O [hold upside-down and move gently in a circular motion]
v
& >y %S
- y o i e g O
Perc. 1 3]:2 & i % ; 4 =
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2 triangle beaters near edge very slow scrape w/ metal beater
5 in arc shape near edge
Y ¥
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p——mf LV. rrp
play random chromatic notes within a fifth
[on prepared strings only] out of time, decreasing speed
i i i i i i i y /] i
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T i T 24— ¢
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Y
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_ harmonic LH pressure
Tempo II J_63 LH gradually lighten pressure .- S o\ o\ 5 o\ o\ o\ 5
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Vin. A ) —— {——— {—— e
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oJ 6 6 6 6 6 6 6
5 P highest harmonics possible
[extremely noisy]
R harmonic LH pressure
LH gradually lighten pressure ...
LU o‘f} /o‘f} /OAO o 01‘0} /o‘fa /o‘i)} /o‘f o /o‘fo
ord. pressure E #EX oh | A o oA | Ao " A | A A A A AL AAL A AL A A,
) ~ Nt A A At L At L A L At L At L [ Tt Lt ]t
7o Z Y Z == i — —— Y /- — — T - - - A i
Vin. A //l m— }
NS A T )
oJ
» highest harmonics possible
. [extremely noisy]
Viid . ure harmonic LH pressure
LH gradually lighten pressure .-«
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ord. LH pressure Ao oh|Aao  calao/ ca|ad  oa|ac calacioa|asloalag
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6 6
P
highest harmonics possible
.W [extremely noisy]
ord. SP MSP directly on bridge; noise only
O Y
ve. |2 g 2 A
< < b d %
Niid r p——————| mf (sounds pp)
ord. SP /Zé\)/ISP/ %
C
- 3 % -
Cb. /‘g’ T 1 Z
N L d [ 4 *
v
biid f P PP

*Cover LH 3 and add second octave key to give impression of a Bb harmonic holding over from the previous multiphonic.
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107 to flute
pice. [AZ=2 3 7 = % = = = =
1CC. :% "i 1T—& 8 "i
s
7
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o4 72 8 4
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ﬁ loudest dynamic points
should be highly distorted
and arasice
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loudest dynamic points
should be highly distorted
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any low, abrasive multiphonic
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[trill to any noticebly different multiphonic]
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*irregular rhythm, asynchronous; like Morse code
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*irregular rhythm, asynchronous; like Morse code
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*All of these directions should create the illusion that the drum is moving away i.e. dry to wet, crisp to dull, and dense to sparse
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